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The Good Friday procession 
Maggiana-Crebbio 
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Maggiana in an ancient map and today 
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View of Maggiana with the bell tower and the ancient tower 
 
 



Sacred plays of the passion of Christ are still 
performed in Lombardy. The Good Friday 
procession to Maggiana was performed until 
1957. It included various  figures.  
 
The Jews 
There were six Jews. Their 
leader had a very important 
function in the organization 
and careful conservation of 
the objects that served for the 
representation. In the 
afternoon, locked behind 
closed doors, they prepared 
themselves with care, they 
painted their arms and legs to 
represent blood. They dressed  
themselves in striped woollen 
blankets or ponchos, brought 
by emigrants that had retur-
ned from South America. The 
Jews made a guard outside the 
gate of the church of Saint Rocco (Maggiana) and 
Saint Anthony (Crebbio) so that no one could 
enter. In the procession, in front were three Jews, 
with helms and plumes, swords and shields. They 
wore shoes and woollen knee socks, and their 
naked legs were painted to represent blood. The 
other three Jews were in the middle of the 
procession, followed by the dead Christ carried 
on a coffin. They had helms with visors, three 
pronged forks and staffs.  
 
Other figures 
Young people dressed themselves to represent 
the Saints. John the Baptist wore a sheep skin 
with the wool, Saint Joan of Arc had a sword and 
helmet, Saint Mary Magdalene wore a habit and 
carried chains as a sign of penance. Sometimes 
there was also Saint Rocco.  

The hooded ones 
Eight participants wore white hard raw canvas 
tunics. They wore a pointed hood on their heads 
that had only two eye holes. In the procession 
they were divided in two groups: four carried the 
Christ and four the Madonna. They went 
completely barefoot on the pebbly dirt roads as a 
sign of penance.  
 
Public participation 
For the procession many 
people arrived from Rongio, 
Luzzeno, Mandello and 
Somana, not only men and 
women, but also many 
children.  
 
Preparation in the church  
Arrangements of the 
ceremony were long and 
laborious: the wood 
catafalque was assembled 
on which would be placed 
the dead Christ. The walls 
of the church were covered 
in black cloth, also the 
windows, so that it was all 
very dark and funereal. It 
made the children afraid. 
The cross over the altar 
remained empty, with only 
a white cloth.  
 
Drum roll 
The auction of the ròll was 
open only to men: to sound 
the ròll was considered 
prestigious and went to the 
person who made the highest bid. The ròll could 
begin to sound when the bells were tied (from 

Holy Thursday until the Saturday morning). The 
drum roll could be heard by everyone from 
Maggiana to the other side of the Meria torrent.  
valley  
 
The procession 
The procession left in the 
afternoon from the 
church of Saint Rocco 
and headed towards the 
road to Crebbio. In front 
there were the three 
Jews, their black flag, and 
the cocks, in between 
two rows of the faithful. 
The women, dressed in black, accompanied the 
Madonna, they carried candles and wore a medal 
on their necks. Behind the Madonna, carried on 
the shoulders of four hooded men, was the cross 
of dark wood with the white cloth. The dead 
Christ was carried by the other four hooded men. 
The Brotherhood once had an important role. 
They wore a white, long tunic down to the feet, 
tied at the waist with a cord that finished with a 
tassel, and a red cape with a cord and a green 
tassel. They had to maintain order in the 

procession and 
used a long staff 
to align the two 
rows.  
The flag of the 
Jews was black, 
it was hung on a 

halberd and placed over the door of the church 
the Friday before the procession as a sign of 
mourning. It was then taken down and carried in 
the procession. The band with its music gave 
rhythm to the procession of  faithful. 
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